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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 44, 46, and 47 are withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference to Reynolds et al (US 6,799,327). Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference follow. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 46, 57-59, 68, 69, 44, 48-50, 52, 55, 56, 47, 60-63, 65 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Reynolds et al (US 6,799,327). 

Claim 46: 

Reynolds discloses: 

A user interface (see Figs. 6, 9, 10, see also Figs. 4A-4F) for an interactive television 
system comprising: 

"a television display area to display television content", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 
160,120; 
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"a television reminder area to display a reminder for an upcoming television 
program", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 162, 164, 362, 364, where a reminder (Fig. 4F, 
pseudo-ad) may be displayed as claimed, see also col. 9 lines 30-53; 

"a plurality of selectable content categories; and an information display area to 
display information from a selected category that is customized to a particular viewer", 
see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 190, 500, col. 4 lines 50-63, col. 3 lines 52-60; 

"wherein the television display area, the television reminder area, and the 
information display area, are to be simultaneously displayed", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 where 
simultaneously displayed can be happened as claimed, see also col. 9 lines 30-53. 
Claims 57-59 are disclosed, see col. 1 lines 27-28, col. 8 lines 34-56. 
Claims 68, 69 are disclosed, see Fig. 4F. 

Claim 44: 

Reynolds discloses: 

A user interface (see Figs. 6, 9, 10, see also Figs. 4A-4F) for an interactive television 
system comprising: 

"a television display area to display television content", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 
160,120; 

"a communication notification area to display a notification of an incoming 
communication, wherein the notification is to be displayed without a communication 
interface for the incoming communication", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 162, 164, 362, 364, 
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where a communication notification (Fig. 4D, pseudo-ad) may be displayed as claimed, 
see also col. 8 lines 12-15, col. 9 lines 30-53; 

"and a television reminder area to display a reminder of an upcoming television 
program", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 162, 164, 362, 364, where a reminder (Fig. 4F, 
pseudo-ad) may be displayed as claimed, see also col. 9 lines 30-53; 

"and wherein the television display area, the communication notification area, 
and the television reminder area are to be simultaneously displayed", see Figs. 6, 9, 10 
where simultaneously displayed can be happened as claimed, see also col. 9 lines 30- 
53. 

Claims 48, 50, 52 are disclosed, see col. 8 lines 12-16, 53-56. 

Claim 49 is inherent to Reynolds' disclosure, because Reynolds' disclosure includes 

regions in which the sender and subject of the message are identified (see col. 8 lines 

14-15). 

Claims 55, 56 are disclosed, see Fig. 4F. 

Claim 47 is disclosed for the same reasons as claims 44 and 46. 

Claim 60 is disclosed, see Figs. 6, 9, 10 items 190, 500, col. 4 lines 50-63, col. 3 lines 

52-60. 

Claims 61 , 63, 65 are rejected for the same reasons as claims 48, 50, 52. 
Claim 62 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 49. 



Application/Control Number: 09/703,272 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2614 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 51, 53, 54, 64, 66, 67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reynolds et al (US 6,799,327) in view of DeSimone et al (US 6,212, 
548). 

Claim 51: 

Reynolds does not explicitly disclose that the incoming communication comprises 
an instant message as claimed in claim 51 . However, Reynolds would have rendered 
the claimed invention obvious. Because the claimed limitations are directed to 
messages communicate over a network; Reynolds 1 disclosure provides interface for 
communicating messages over a network; and instant message is a very well known 
type of communication over a network (as evidence DeSimone is provided) that would 
provide users another way to communicate over a network. Thus, an artisan would be 
motivated to modify Reynolds' disclosure and implement this existing type of 
communication to arrive at the claimed invention; this implementation would provide 
users many ways to communicate over a network. Therefore, the claimed invention 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made. 

Claims 53, 54 are disclosed in view of the above implementation. 
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Claims 64, 66, 67 are rejected for the same reasons as claims 51 , 53, 54. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean W. Desir whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7344. The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9 - First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on (571) 272 7353. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JWD 

Dec. 9, 05 
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